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has hit another boy and is looking around fearfully, expecting some-
one to punish them. They will be nervous until after the League
meets to discuss the Manchurian affair.
The Japanese Army's operations are really aimed at Russia—not at
present, but at some time in the future. Japan is afraid of Bolshevism
and feels that it must drive Bolshevism out of Asia.
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Strictly Confidential
dear mr. secretary,—The political situation here is very quiet,
except for one significant factor, which is that the powers that be,
including General Araki himself, seem to think that political assas-
sinations in Japan have gone far enough and have determined to
put a stop to them by striking at the soul of the whole movement,
namely, old Mitsuru Toyama of the Black Dragon Society himself.
His house was recently raided and searched by the police and his
son arrested. Hitherto Toyama has been immune, but recent
rumours of plans to kill Saito, Makino, Ikki, and Takahashi—after the
political murder of four of the best men in the country (Hamaguchi,
Inukai, Inouye, and Dan)—determined the Government that it was
time to take drastic measures to put an end to assassination. The
fact that the Government dared to take these steps—Toyama having
been looked upon by a large section of the public, including the
military, as a sort of superpatriot—is significant of its growing con-
fidence and authority. This does not mean that the Saito cabinet
will necessarily last beyond the next session of the Diet, for it very
likely will not. But it does mean that the chauvinistic military hot-
heads and the so-called patriotic societies, who were directly or
indirectly responsible for the former political terrorism, are less firmly
intrenched and are, it is hoped, giving way to a more constructive
statesmanship.
The anti-American press campaign has, for the present, practi-
cally ceased.   I am inclined to think that	had something to do
with this and I dare say that some order to that effect may have
come from the Emperor himself. It is significant that the personnel
of the press bureau of the Ministry of War has recently been com-
pletely changed. One of the new officers assigned to the bureau had
been transferred from the Japanese Legation in Mexico, and when
our Military Attache smilingly expressed to him the hope that he
was going to put a stop to the anti-American press campaign, he
replied that this was exactly what he was going to do. General
Araki has recently been unexpectedly cordial in his meetings with
our Military Attache, as he has with me. Shiratori has lost much
of his influence : his intimate contacts in the Army have been trans-

